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Abstract . The article examines the economic security of a retail trade organization in modern conditions. Economic
security, being a system that includes different territorial levels, is a complex object of regurelimiing in the regulatory
and legal sphere. Violation or n@ompliance with the norms and rules established by legislative documents that regulate
trading activities, in practice, can lead to the imposition of sanctions, fines, which, in additiistitmenternal and external
threats for a trading organization, can reduce its level of economic security. The article highlights the problemsvitfehe act
of the retail organization and offers practical recommendations for their solution.

Keywords: economic security, organization of retail trade, legal regime, legal norms, liability measures.
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Competition is an integral part of any market. This means that economic entities or
market participants are fighting among themselves for more efficient use of factors of
production. This rivalry arises due to the fact that several firms offering similar products enter
a certain market of goods or services. In other words, there is competition. It should be noted
that this term was widely used in their works by scientists -economists of the XVIII century,
such as A. Smith and D. Ricardo, however, its meaning has been preserved to this day. The
purpose of competition is also to obtain a larger market share by an enterprise or fi rm, certain
advantages within the existing economic system, and, as a result, an increase in profits.

From the point of view of macroeconomic studies, researchers distinguish such types
of economic systems as: traditional, centrally managed, market and mix ed. In the traditional
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market system, the basis is subsistence farming, observance of traditions and customs. In
such a system, it is difficult to introduce innovations and therefore competition is quite weak.

In a centrally managed economic system, the main economic issues are controlled and
solved by the state (for example, it manages the distribution and production of goods). The
market system presupposes the principle of free enterprise; limited state intervention in
economic activity. In this system, c ompetition encourages producers to use limited
resources rationally and increases production efficiency. A mixed economy is based on
private ownership; control over limited resources is exercised by both the market and the
State [4].

To date, the current economic system in the Russian Federation is a mixed one. Such
a conclusion can be made for the following reasons: private property exists on a par with
state property, entrepreneurs have the right to decide for themselves what to produce and
for whom, the state supports the market, but also intervenes in it.

Historiographical analysis of the development and transformation of world economic
systems shows that their sustainable functioning is possible today in the existing conditions.
However, there are some problems that make it difficult, and sometimes do not allow this
process to be fully implemented. Among such problems can be distinguished:

- The problem of modern production is that there are many necessary goods, but,
unfortunately, not all of them are of high quality. The consumer is lost in such a variety and
as a result, there is a production crisis.

- The problem of consumption - buyers may have insufficient income to purchase a
particular product and as a result, there is a crisis of overproduction. It can also occur with
insufficient consumption, if consumer incomes have increased and the product has lost its
value in the market.

- The problem of distribution and exchange process arises due to inefficient
management. In production, important manageme nt functions are poorly performed, such
as: organization, planning, management and control [ 1].

The development and improvement of competition contributes to the solution of these
problems, since the efficiency and sustainable development of production inv olves the
manufacture of goods at the lowest cost, but at the same time with greater profit for
business. Competition can help an entrepreneur improve his company and find new
solutions.

In order to move on to the essence of the law of competition, we wil | touch on the
guestion of the origin of the concept itself. It is believed that this term was introduced into
the English scientist Adam Smith. He viewed the competition from two points of view. On
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the one hand, it is the freedom of economic activity, tha t is, the freedom to invest capital

where it brings the greatest benefit, but also the freedom to withdraw capital where it brings

the | east profit. On the other hand, competiti
or supply of a product on the market. At the same time, the English economist argued that

all this is a temporary phenomenon.

Thus, since the time of A. Smith, the unambiguity of competition has been asserted: it
acts as an éinvisible handE that integiroughnnhe t he
mechanism of interaction between supply and demand, and also coordinates the activities
of market participants [ 8].

Currently, the term "competition" (from Lat. concurrere - to collide) means rivalry; the
struggle to achieve greater benefits, advantages. The main signs of competition are:

- the presence of a special category of persons D economic entities that carry out
income-generating activities and are able to influence the conditions of circulatio n of goods
on the commodity market;

- The independent nature of their actions;

- Rivalry between them in order to obtain the greatest profit [ 4].

There are three types of competition according to its form:

- Functional Darises due to the fact that any need can be met in various ways. Based
on this, the benefits aimed at meeting the same needs are called functional competitors.

- Specific is the result of the fact that there are goods that serve the same need, but
differ from each other in some essential characteristics.

- Subject Darises because manufacturers create almost identical products that differ
only in quality, and often the same in quality [11].

Along with the designated classification, economists divide competition by its methods
into price and non-price.

Price competition is a form of rivalry between manufacturers, where the tool for
achieving goals is the price, which in this case serves as a way to limit the capabilities of
rivals (the seller seeks to improve the conditions of sale of his goods by setting a lower price
than that of rivals). Price competition is divided into direct price competition and hidden price
competition. Direct price competition implies the fact that firms report a decrease in prices
for manufactured goods and inform ation about this spreads quite quickly. In turn, hidden
price competition means that the product is released to the market with improved consumer
properties, higher quality, but the price increase is relatively small.

NonDprice competition is a type of str uggle between sellers based on minimizing the
influence of price as a factor of competition and maximizing other factors by giving products
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distinctive properties:

Special design, including product packaging;
Operational characteristics;

Availability;

Warranty service, etc. [3]

There are so-called illegal methods of non -price competition. These include:

- Poaching of specialists who have any secret production information;

- Production of goods that are practically indistinguishable from the origin al goods,
but worse in quality [ 3].

As noted earlier, the markets for goods and services are getting bigger every year.
There are new production technologies, new customer needs, one or another sphere
becomes more in demand, and this leads to the entry of even more participants into the
market. In order to make a big profit and win the fight, the company must have competitive
advantages, in other words, be competitive.

F. Kotler defined competitiveness as the ability of an organization to withstand
competition in comparison with similar objects in a given market. Later, he supplemented
and developed the definition of this concept, considering not only from the standpoint of the
organization, but also specific products. M. Porter concretized the definition of
competitiveness: "... this is the property of a product, service, subject of market relations to
act on a par with similar goods, services or competing subjects of market relations present
there" [7].

The subject under consideration remains relevant today . In all areas of the market, with
a market type of economy, firms have to fight, and therefore analyze and manage
competitiveness, which entails, first of all, a targeted impact on the factors that form certain
advantages. These factors may be partially identical, and the other part of them depends on
the conditions in which the company has to compete. The market, the sphere and other
conditions influence the factors of ensuring competitive advantages, and the analysis of the
conditions, the position of th e company in the market can help it determine the factors of
competitive advantage and contribute to the fight against the leaders of a particular market.

Speaking about the essence of the issue of competitive advantages, it should be noted
that one of the most popular in this field is the concept developed by M. Porter, an American
economist, professor at Harvard Business School, a specialist in the study of competition,
who developed the theory of competitive advantages. This concept described the forc es
that determine competition in the industry. She gave market participants an understanding
of the fact of the impact of environmental factors that require any response or reaction to
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this impact. In turn, the company has the opportunity to realize compet itive advantages,
which allows it to achieve results and success in the market.

At the same time, three levels of competitive advantages were proposed. Competitive
advantages of the lowest rank (scale of production, quality of raw materials) cannot allow a n
organization to win the competition in full due to their availability to all participants in the
struggle. The advantages of a higher rank allow you to hold high positions in the market for
a long time. These are advantages such as investment attractiveness, reputation of the
company, etc. It is worth noting that there are also advantages gained due to the region
where the company is located (home base). In this way, firms can gain competitive
advantages by operating in those countries that have certain r esources or experience
needed in the market. The highest level includes the professionalism of workers, patents,
etc. [2]. It follows from this that the most important thing for the organization is constant
innovation and the qualification of workers.

Thus, it becomes clear that within the framework of the functioning of modern
economic systems, competitive strategy actually plays a key role in achieving the result of
the enterprise. It, in turn, is determined by several points. One of them is the choice of an
industry, since the probability of obtaining a long -term profit varies in different industries.
The second criterion for choosing a strategy is the position that the firm occupies in the
industry. But even these moments are not enough to draw up a stra tegy. Even in a very
profitable industry, a market entity can make a small profit if he chooses a position
incorrectly, because both the structure and the position of the industry are changeable.
Changes in the position of market leaders can lead to change s in the industry as a whole,
which contributes to the formation of new advantages.

A competitive strategy should be created after analyzing the entire industry and the
processes of its possible changes. In industries, the essence of competition, according to
M. Porter, is expressed by five forces:

1. The threat of the emergence of new services and goods (substitutes);

The threat of new competitors;

The ability of buyers to bargain;

The ability of suppliers to bargain;

The struggle between existing competitors in the market [ 9].

Industries in which the actions of all five forces are developing successfully allow many
market participants to maintain superiority for a long time. In the case where several forces
act unfavorably, only a small number of organizations manage to hold high positions for a
long time.

a s wN
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Much depends on the position of the economic entity in the market. A firm can not only
react in response to a change in the structure of the market, but it is capable and must its elf
make attempts to change it in its favor [ 5]. For example, market entities should not only
organize the work of their employees, but also give them the opportunity to introduce
innovations into their activities. After all, only the totality of the organ ization's activities can
provide the possibility of a competitive advantage. For example, engineers may try to apply
new technologies in production, operators may negotiate with customers, etc.

Through these actions, which means increasing the level of pro ducts or the quality of
service, the organization creates value for its customers. After all, one of the main values of
any organization in the market is how much their client is willing to pay for the product or
service offered. A company can be called pr ofitable if this amount exceeds the cost of
creating a product or service. In order to win a competitive struggle or gain a competitive
advantage, the company's product must match what competitors have produced, but be
cheaper to produce (a strategy of low er costs), or offer a product with more value to the
buyer, which means getting more money (a strategy of differentiation) [6].

Firms manage to achieve competitive advantages by applying certain innovations in
their activities that may appear in all types of company activities. Improved and new
technologies, an updated approach to advertising campaigns, etc. they can lead to a change
of the market leader if competitors do not take retaliatory actions.

M. Porter in his writings describes typical innovations that give competitive advantages:

1. Introduction of new technologies. It is this very innovation that often precedes
important innovations. New technologies can enable a firm to gain a competitive advantage
in many areas. New ways of marketing, new produc tion technology, etc. they can help a
market entity win a competitive struggle.

2. The emergence of a new segment of the industry. This is another opportunity to
gain an advantage among competitors. The emergence of a new segment or the regrouping
of an old one not only makes it possible to reach a new group of customers, but also to find
a way to produce new types of products more efficiently.

3. New or changed customer requests. Sometimes consumers' attitudes towards a
particular product may change. Compl etely new requests may appear. Thanks to this,
market participants can build a new value chain and respond to the desire of buyers and win
the competition.

4. Changes in production components or their cost. Often, in market conditions,
leadership passes from one entity to another due to the instability of prices for production
components: raw materials, labor, etc. An organization that can adapt to these changes will
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be able to achieve a competitive advantage.

5. Changing government regulation. There are certain standards, "rules of the game
set by the state. When they are changed or supplemented, industry leaders cannot always
respond to these innovations, thereby firms that were able to adapt to the changes gain an
advantage.

6. Cost leadership. When using this innovation, the firm sets the lowest price by
minimizing costs in distribution and production. Low prices provide a large market share.

7. Differentiation. The company differentiates its products from competitors' products
in such aspects that are important to the consumer. For example, reliability, durability,
product quality, etc. [10].

In conclusion, it should be noted that in modern realities, the markets of goods and
services are changing very rapidly. At the same time, new companies appear, and, as a
result, competition between them increases. Absolutely every company is trying to take and
hold leadership positions, which means to win this fight. A well -chosen strategy can help to
win in this confrontation, which, in turn, requires a detailed analysis of the current market
situation. It is necessary to evaluate the chosen industry as a whole, the position that the
firm occupies in it, etc. Based on this, the firm can respond to changes in the market structure
by introducing innovations into its own activities, which just give competitive advantages.
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To date, taxes are one of the most important sources of financing the activities of the
state. That is why the policy in the field of tax legislation is of such great importance. In the
course of the historical and socio -economic development of the state, the forms and
principles of taxation have repeatedly changed, which later made it possible to identify a new
modern area of state regulation Dthe tax sphere, the most important task of which was the
implementation of the fiscal function of taxes.

The relevance of this topic is due to the fact that tax policy plays an important role in
the development of the country's ec onomy. The successful development of the economy
and the country as a whole depends on how harmoniously it will be developed, whether it
will be able to take into account the interests of the state and taxpayers, how it will be
improved, what measures will be taken to implement it.

Tax policy is a set of economic, financial, legal methods and measures that contribute
to the formation of the taxation system in the country to ensure that the financial needs of
the state are met. This policy is expressed in de termining the amount of the tax burden on
citizens and business entities and is enshrined in the Tax Code of the Russian Federation. It
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is designed to provide the state with the financial resources necessary to solve the most
important economic and social problems [7].

The main objectives of the tax policy are:

- Fiscal D acts as the main one and consists in providing the state with financial
resources by timely and full receipt of taxes to the budget.

- Economic D consists in purposeful impact on the econo my through taxation,
increase or decrease in taxes to stimulate business, investment or innovation activity,
regulation of supply and demand.

- Social Dthere is a smoothing of inequality in income levels of various groups of the
population.

- Stimulating Dimplemented through a number of benefits aimed at the development
of production, investment and innovation activities, the sale of goods abroad, the import of
capital.

- Ecological D essentially consists in environmental protection and ration al use of
natural resources through the introduction of environmental taxes and penalties aimed at
preserving natural capital and restoring natural resources.

- Control Dis used by the state to control the financial and economic activities of
business entities and individuals, the effectiveness of the tax mechanism is assessed.

- International D the introduction of taxes in accordance with the requirements of
international standards to strengthen economic ties with other states [ 7].

Over the past few years, tax legislation has undergone significant changes, which
indicates the development and mobility of the tax sphere in the Russian Federation. For
consideration, let's take the period starting from 2018. At that time, the tax system was
aimed at ensuring the fulfillment of social obligations and the formation of a resource to
achieve national development goals. Another key task was to ensure the stability and
predictability of tax conditions.

The tax legislation of the Russian Federation, according to Artic le 1 of the Tax Code of
the Russian Federation (Tax Code of the Russian Federation), consists of this Code and
federal laws adopted in accordance with it. The Code establishes a system of taxes, fees
and insurance premiums, principles of taxation for legal entities and individuals in the
Russian Federation. Tax legislation has the right to develop various methods of establishing,
principles and methods of collecting established taxes from tax subjects [ 6].

As mentioned earlier, the tax system is aimed at individuals and legal entities.
Individuals include all citizens of the Russian Federation who have reached the age of legal
capacity. According to Article 57 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation, every citizen
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has an obligation to pay taxes and fee s established by law, which are a prerequisite for the
existence of the country and serve as the financial basis for its activities.

General taxes for the entire population include: personal income tax (personal income
tax), property tax of individuals, la nd tax (if citizens own land, as well as if they own it on the
right of permanent use or on the right of lifelong inherited ownership), transport tax. Also,
mandatory payments include state duty and excise taxes. The state fee is paid in some cases
when a citizen (or an organization) is required to obtain any legal action from authorized
special bodies. Excise taxes, in turn, are paid by a citizen when transporting certain goods
across the customs border of his state.

For legal entities (organizations), as a general rule, the following taxes are allocated: on
profit, on value added (VAT) and on property. Legal entities registered on the territory of the
Russian Federation are obliged to pay a percentage of the profit regardless of the place of
its receipt Don the territory of the Russian Federation or abroad (expenses incurred, such as
salaries to employees, etc., are not taken into account). VAT is imposed on all organizations
at any stage of production of goods and its sale. The third type of tax is impose d on all
property owned by the company (with the exception of money in the settlement account and
property legally exempt from taxation).

Due to the extensive changes in the tax sphere, let's take a closer look at each tax and
its changes for the period in dicated.

The personal income tax rate for most citizens of the Russian Federation (in particular,
residents of the Russian Federation) has been stable for several years. Tax is levied on:
income from employment (salary, vacation pay, etc.), income of sole proprietors from
entrepreneurial activity, income from the sale of property (real estate, vehicles, etc.),
dividends. According to the head of the Ministry of Finance Anton Siluanov, the personal
income tax rate of 13% is competitive at the moment and has been so for about 20 years.
However, V.V. Putin announced in June 2020 the possibility of raising the rate to 15% for
citizens whose annual income exceeds 5 million rubles. The indicated increased percentage
is charged from the excess amount. At the same t ime, this innovation affects only a small
part of the population (approximately 0.9%) [ 5].

Tax rates on the property of individuals depend on the procedure used in the subject
of the Russian Federation for determining the tax base: based on the cadastral v alue, or
based on the inventory value of taxable immovable property. Since 2015, this tax is
calculated on the basis of the cadastral price of the object (the more expensive the housing,
the higher the percentage). Since 2017, the following have been taken into account: the
inventory value of the object; the rates set for the cadastral price and inventory value; the
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deflator coefficient (increased from 0.69 to 0.81 in 3 years); various benefits. Since 2020, the
tax on the property of individuals, based on t he inventory value, is not calculated. Thus, the
tax rate on the property of individuals fluctuates annually, based on the orders of municipal
authorities [5].

Tax rates for calculating land tax are established by regulatory legal acts of
representative bodies of municipalities and may not exceed 0.3% and 1.5%. Similarly with
the tax on the property of individuals, the amount of payment is made with the calculation of
the annual orders of municipal authorities [ 2].

The transport tax has undergone a number of changes. Since 2019, the use of
increasing coefficients of 1.3 and 1.5 (valid until 2018 inclusive) for taxpayers for vehicles has
been abolished when calculating the transport tax on expensive passenger cars. For cars
with an average cost of 3 to 5 mill ion rubles, from the year of manufacture of which no more
than three years have passed, only an increasing coefficient of 1.1 was applied when
calculating the tax. In 2020, the President of the Russian Federation signed a law amending
tax legislation, whic h was supposed to provide support to organizations and entrepreneurs
affected by the spread of coronavirus infection. Based on the amendments, in the period
from April 1 to June 30, sole proprietors were exempt from paying this tax in respect of
vehicles used (intended for use) in entrepreneurial activities.

The main change in the state duty is the possibility of its return, if the authorized agency
has not considered the application, namely: returned the application and / or documents that
officials did not consider. This innovation appeared on January 1, 2020. Previously, it was
impossible to return the fee on this basis.

A significant innovation for legal entities in the income tax was the introduction of an
investment tax deduction in 2018, which helped to stimulate organizations and sole
proprietors to upgrade fixed assets. As a general rule, the total income tax rate in Russia is
20 percent (from 2017 to 2024). In 2020, the possibility of applying a zero income tax rate
for medical, educational organizations and social service companies, as well as for theaters,
museums and libraries, was realized.

The interest rate for calculating VAT was changed from 18% to 20% only in 2019, which
brought some problems for recalculation of interest in the framework of transactions
concluded before the innovation.

Since 2018, the decision on exemption from payment of tax on movable property of
organizations began to be taken not by federal, but by regional authorities. The subjects of
the Russian Federation led the publication of laws, including the introduction of federal
benefits. If there is no regional law, the tax rates for such property could not exceed 1.1%.
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Since 2019, movable property was excluded from taxation, taxes had to be paid only for
immovable property. By 2020, the tax rate is determined by the subject of the Russian
Federation and should not exceed 2.2%.

Based on all of the above, it can be argued that over the past 5 years, the fundamental
condition for taking measures to adjust the tax system has been the principle of fiscal
neutrality D keeping a stable tax burden for bona fide taxpayers from increasing it. The
improvement was the creation of comfortable conditions for the voluntary and timely
payment of taxes and other payments.

If in the second quarter of 2020, due to the crisis, tax breaks were taken in the form of
delays and reduced tax payments for small businesses, now the tax policy measures for
2021 are mainly aimed at increasing the tax burden. As a result, measures to increase the
personal income tax were supplemented by an increase in excise taxes on tobacco
products, an increase in the mineral extraction tax (mineral extraction tax) for extractive
industries, as well as a revision of the taxation of controlled foreign companies. All this in
2021 took place against the background of previously planned measures d the indexation
of excise taxes on gasoline, alcoholic beverages, cars, raising the threshold levels of wages
for calculating insurance premiums, the abolition of the Unified Tax on Imp uted Income, the
completion of the "coronavirus" tax deferrals and the gradual reduction of tax benefits [ 1].

Candidate of Economic Sciences V.Yu. Kononova, an analyst at the Institute for
Integrated Strategic Studies, believes that, despite the fact that the state is striving for "tax
stability,” new changes envisaging an increase in the tax burden from 2021 contradict these
goals. Although these measures to increase the tax burden have already taken place in 2018 -
2019, for example, an increase in VAT to 20%, indexation of excise taxes, etc., they still did
not occur with the same frequency as it is happening now [ 1].

Along with this, the growth of the tax burden and the unpredictability of tax policy may
negatively affect investment activity, reducing the interest of foreign investors in the Russian
economy.

A recent example with an increase in the mineral extraction tax has demonstrated that
the existing mechanisms of special investment contracts SPIC (a form of agreement between
the state and investors, the purpose of which is to stimulate the localization of production in
Russia) and agreements on the protection and promotion of investments of NWPC (North -
Western Industrial Company), which should provide investors with protection from adverse
changes in legislation, actually provide it is only within limited limits. It was assumed that if
changes are made and worsen the conditions for investors, the state undertakes to
compensate the investor for the costs incurred. When this did not happen, a s a result of

I n

ternational journal o
g 11-2-2

022

26


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.ru|

Professional science applies the Creative Commons

At tri bt

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/ by/4.0/d

which a negative reaction of business followed, a separate rule was introduced, excluding
an increase in the MET burden for projects implemented within the framework of the NWPC
[3].

Excessive tax burden can also affect the activities of many commercial organizations
and individual entrepreneurs. If economic entities give a large share of income to the state,
they will not have funds for development, therefore, it is necessary to maintain a balance
between encumbrance and the possibility of th e existence of commercial organizations
when setting tax rates and tax payment rules.

One example is an attempt to increase insurance premiums for sole proprietors in 2014.
After that, many sole proprietors formally closed, but at the same time continued t heir
activities unofficially. As a result, the planned increase in budget revenues failed [ 4].

At the same time, it should be noted that for the qualitative development of the tax
system, the state has developed and approved rules for the formation of a li st of tax
expenditures at the federal level. They were created in order to form a comprehensive system
of control, accounting and evaluation of the effectiveness of tax benefits. These rules are
considered in the Decree of the Government of the Russian Fed eration No. 439 dated April
12, 2019 "On Approval of the Rules for the Formation of the List of Tax Expenditures of the
Russian Federation and Assessment of Tax Expenditures of the Russian Federation" (letter

of the Ministry of Finance of the Russian Federat i on dated Septemb/er 24,

06/73914).

Particular attention is paid to increasing the collection of payroll taxes (personal income
tax, insurance premiums), and creating a unified information environment for tax authorities
D digitalization of tax administration. The development of a new form of tax control D tax
monitoring, will allow large companies to organize expanded information interaction with the
tax authority and provide access to data in real time. Tax monitoring will allow you to quickly
coordinate approaches to taxation, provide advice on completed and planned transactions
by submitting the opinion of the tax authority, tax audits, submission of updated tax returns,
explanations and required documents [ 5].

The draft law developed by the State Duma of the Russian Federation provides
additional guarantees for the stability of the tax system and the entry of tax legislation
introducing an increase in rates and/or the abolition of reduced rates on income tax, property
tax, land tax, transport tax, not earlier than three years after the date of their official
publication and not earlier than the first day of the next tax period.

At the same time, taking into account the difficult socio -economic situation caused by
the consequences of the global pandemic, external sanctions pressure, the Ministry of
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Finance of the Russian Federation has adopted some planned changes in the budget, tax
and customs tariff policy in 2020 -2022, among which is the norm fixing the requirement for
the entry of changes in tax legislation no earlier than a year from the date publications;
phased inclusion of quasi-tax payments (tourist, recycling fees); joining a number of regions
of the country to the experiment on the application of the NAP ("Professi onal Income Tax");
improving the procedure for collecting insurance premiums and personal income tax; taking
measures to increase the competitiveness of domestic goods, increase employment and
labor productivity of workers, and much more [ 9].

From the perspective of tax policy reform, it is envisaged:

- firstly, the annual increase in the established MET rate for the extraction of natural
gas fuel,

- secondly, a gradual reduction in the rate of export customs duty on oil with
simultaneous compensation of th e lost income due to an increase in the mineral extraction
tax rate on oil;

- thirdly, the implementation of the indexation of excise rates of alcohol and tobacco
products and a gradual increase in excise taxes on these products, as well as on all classes
of motor gasoline and diesel fuel is planned [ 8].

Three main directions have been identified for the implementation of tax policy in the
Russian Federation:

1) a pronounced fiscal policy that squeezes the maximum out of economic entities;

2) the establishment of a moderate amount of taxes, which will create favorable
conditions for the development of entrepreneurship in the country, which eventually
contributes to the growth of tax revenues;

3) strong centralization of all the country's finances by setting high taxes, but at the
same time a high level of social security of citizens is also provided [ 5].

For the successful implementation of tax policy and the development of the country's
economy, taking into account the existing problems and the measures alre ady being
implemented to eliminate them, a number of economists put forward the following proposals
for further improvement of tax policy:

1) Easing the overall tax burden. The reduction of the tax burden without prejudice to
the receipt of budget revenues can be obtained by canceling a number of benefits that
negatively affect the prospects for the development of the country's tax system.

2) Simplification of the tax system. Consolidation of an exhaustive list of taxes and
fees while reducing their total number and combining as much as possible the already
functioning calculation regimes and the procedure for paying various taxes and fees.
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3) Improving the quality of work of tax authorities. It is necessary to carefully monitor
the quality of the work of ta x authorities, as well as the competence of their employees.

4) Carrying out work to reduce the debt on taxes and fees. Tax evasion has become
a serious problem in Russia, and various schemes to circumvent tax legislation have become
widespread. Regulatory authorities need to more effectively identify the objects of tax audits
and improve the documentary checks carried out.

5) Increase in the level of taxation of dividends from equity participation of
shareholders in the capitals of large companies.

6) Simplification of the calculation mechanism for value added tax for Russian
organizations that do not have benefits for this tax. It is advisable when calculating value
added tax, instead of selling products, to take as the tax base the value added included in
it, which consists of the payroll, depreciation, profit and taxes, and which can be determined
without much difficulty according to accounting data.

7) There is a need to reduce the tax burden on enterprises producing consumer
goods, as well as innovative enterprises that are currently uncompetitive in the domestic
market of the country [ 8.

The priorities of the tax policy of the Russian Federation remain the same Dthe need to
create a stable tax system that ensures fiscal sustainabilit y, both in the medium and long
term. Of course, the changes are aimed at creating favorable conditions for all participants
in market relations. Tax policy should be stable, which is one of its main principles. At the
same time, it is very clear that for its successful implementation and improvement of the
economy, it is necessary to develop and improve according to the current situation in the
country and around the world. As a result, we can say that in the tax system of Russia there
are both inhibiting and effective elements of the development and effective operation of this
system. It is worth noting that according to a number of indicators, the modern Russian tax
system is becoming more socially oriented and sparing in relation to taxpayers.
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é
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(10)

AT(K) = 6 %102 =n(T1a* c) #6* =(D — C=t)* *cos®P) = VMMm/rom)’, (11)

i 1T xd0aé 0dee aaéeexbdaxeéu abaeaeiyad 10 cai éiriiiai
abaci ®eiidu (5).
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Abstract. The article studies the history of the Eurovisio
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Nowadays, any international event is influenced by politics in some way. This includes
not only sporting events, such as the Olympi ¢ Games or World Championships in various
sports where political disagreements or interferences can lead to all sorts of incidents
(disrespect for athletes of other teams, biased refereeing), but also entertainment shows.
Eurovision, being the place where a large number of representatives from different countries
gather, is included in this politicized list.

Eurovision is an international annual song contest held among the member countries of
the European Broadcasting Union. Each country wishing to particip ate can send an entry with
a song to the EBU. The song and the performer correspondingly are selected either by the
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broadcasters of the states, or by conducting a national selection (Melodifestivalen in Sweden,
Festivali i Kongos in Albania and so on).

As of 2022, the contest consists of two semi -final rounds and one final round
broadcasted live. Voting for songs is done by summing up the votes of professional juries from
each participating country and the votdapointef Vi €
in the final becomes the winner of the competition and gets the right to organize it on its
territory next yearE [3].

Back in the early 1950s, Marcel Bezenéon, Director-General of the Swiss Broadcasting
Corporation at the time, proposed creating a spectacular show that would help unite European
countries after World War |11. éThe EBU support e
world witnessed the first-ever edi ti on of the Eurovision Song

Over time, the contest started to gr ow, with more and more countries wanting to
participate. In 1973, Israel took part in the contest Dthis was the first time that a non -European
country took part in Eurovision.

In 1993, Estonia became the first post -Soviet country to participate in the co ntest, and
the following year, Russian singer Youddiph took part in Eurovision. Now any EBU member

can enter the competition, regardl ess of t hei
aforementioned Israel, Cyprus, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia and Australia participated in the
contest, which either have insignificant terri:t

The EBU has publicly stated that Eurovision is not a political contest, and that the
broadcasters of the countries are responsible f or keeping the contest
participating countries should always respect the values of the EBU and Eurovision, as well as
take all steps to protect the integrity of t h
presence of politics in such a large-scale interstate event will be inevitable. The number of
politically motivated incidents that have actually occurred on the show is daunting. All these
incidents can be divided into separate categories, such as political (controversial) songs,
hostile and aggressive actions of the participants / audience, suspicious voting, etc. For clarity,
we decide to look into them thoroughly.

One of the main problematic aspects of Eurovision is political songs or songs on
controversial topics. Usually, the purpose of these musical pieces is to raise awareness of
different problems in the countries. The degree of politicization of Eurovision entries varies:
there are compositions where the theme is completely unsuitable for any political appeals; in
turn, there are songs where politics is the main element. The presence of politics in most cases
directly affects how the song will show itself during the voting process. For many, the deep
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meaning in the song is the key to a successful performance at the c ontest; for others, the
instrumental and vocal component are more important.

Songs with political subtexts are present at every Eurovision Song Contest, even as far
back as 1956. The first German representative at the competition was Walter Andreas
Schwartz, who survived the Holocaust as a German Jew. His song told about the unwillingness
of many Germans to accept their past associated with Nazism and World War II, as well as the
desire to forget about all the terrible events these Germans were involved in. His rating position
is unknown, but it was learned through word -of-mouth that he was the second

The political trend continued in 1967, when Minouche Barelli performed with the song
@€Boum BadaboumE. Despite t he odd ' yricse and
representative from Monaco was able to come fifth in the final. In the song, Minouche
expressed her thoughts about the fear of a nuclear war, which was caused by the
confrontation of the Soviet Union and the USA: Minouche said she wanted to live along, happy
life before a nuclear bomb fell on her.

In 1990 and 1991, numerous songs were dedicated to the fall of the Berlin Wall and the
end of the Cold War. Austrians, Germans, Italians and Norwegians sang about the unification
of Western and Eastern Europe. Changes on the continent have also affected the inclusive
component of the competition.

Il n 1998, Dana I nternational, being a transge
various religious figures and right-wing politicians repeatedly humiliated Dana both in her
country and abroad. Nevertheless, she managed t

A similar situation happened in 2014, when the Austrian representative Tom Neuwirth,
or rather, his female alter ego Conchita Wurst, won the contest. Conservative politicia ns in
Russia, Poland, Slovakia and Hungary <criticized
and degradation of Europe, propaganda of cultural aggression and accusing Eurovision for
blurring the boundaries between man and woman.

It is necessary to mention the Ukrainian entry in 2005. Back then, rallies and strikes,
regarding the past presidential election, swept the country. In history, this period became
known as the Orange Revolution. The unofficial anthem of the Orange Revolution was the song
€Razom Nas BahatoE (éeéTogether we are manyE), wt
that year. Due to the Eurovision rules, most of the lyrics had to be redone, but the fact that the
song is backed up by politics is obvious.

In 2009, the contest cam e to Moscow. Georgia, which had a military conflict with Russia
a year earlier, nevertheless decided to take part. Stephane & 3G, a group that should have
represented the country, made a song titled &We
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references towards Vladimir Putin. EBU demanded to change the lyrics of the song, but there
was no response from Georgia, and as a result, the country refused to participate in the contest
that year
Bel arus' | ast Eurovision ent r ysy¥Mesta seleededs o n g
by Belteleradiocompany (BTRC) without holding a national selection. At that time, the country
was gripped by protests regarding the suspicion of fake elections, which may have led to the
selection of a representative that was not agains t the current government. The song, in which

singers étaught to dance to the tuneE, éto toe
many fans of the contest for political overtones. EBU demanded either to change the lyrics of
thesong,ortoreplace t he song entirely. BTRC | ater annou

was subsequently disqualified for the same reason. Thus, Belarus did not enter the
competition in 2021, and later withdrew from the EBU altogether.

The most important part of Eurovisio n is voting. As mentioned earlier, the points of each
country are made up of the votes of the professional jury and the votes of the viewers. This
makes it easier to eliminate some bias or injustice during the voting process; however, but no
more than that.

As practice has shown, individual countries regularly give each other big amounts of
points. This concerns not only the jury, consisting of several people, but also the viewers.

Adam Price, an analyst, conducted a study where he collected all the points from the contests

in the period from 2014 to 2019. It turned out that all participating countries are divided into

so-called blocks, within which the frequency of points transferring to neighboring countries

increases remarkably. Hence, the term that is po pular in the Eurovision community D block
voting. According to the results of the study,
for exampl e, Greece and Cyprus share points s
@8CyprusE in advanc ev,whereehe painssenill goh Ehgy ale riotlowed by

Eastern Europe, where the Baltic countries (and Russia , Belarus, and Ukraine in the past)

éhel pE each other.

@éScandinavia and Australia are allocated to
andlberi a ( Spain and Portugal) with Germany, where
[2]. Comparing with the results of this year's contest, the data roughly adds up: Moldova
received 12 points from the viewers of Serbia and Romania, Norway received 10 points from
the viewers of Australia, Iceland and Sweden, Spain received 12 points from the jury of
Portugal, etc. This information only confirms the hypothesis of block voting.

The hosts of the Eurovision Song Contest are always trying to oppress any sign s of
hostility (racial, religious, national, etc.). This is noted on the contest's website, as well as on
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its YouTube channel. Despite this, various incidents involving the audience or the performers
have happened in the past.

The Eurovision stage is constantly guarded; however, this did not prevent some agile
viewers from intruding.

In 2010, Jimmy Jump, a prankster that was already known for his illegal infiltrations at
other major events, disrupted the Spanish performance. In 2017, during Jamala's
performance, Vitaly Sedyuk climbed on stage and took his pants and underwear off, for which
he received a fine of 8,500 hryvnias.

The most dangerous case, however, happened in 2018. During the performance of
SuRie, a British representative, a man ran onto the stage, took the microphone from her and

shouted i n French: éNazi s of t he British me d i

neutralized by the guards. SuRie finished her performance with dignity and received loud
applause. The singer was given the opportu nity to perform again, but she refused, saying that
the performance turned out fine. The violator turned out to be Dr ACactivism, a popular activist,
who had previously committed similar antics on local shows.

Not only viewers are involved in controversial moments on the show. For example, in
2016, Iveta Mukuchyan (the representative of Armenia) unfolded the flag of the unrecognized
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic at the show. According to the rules of the EBU, the only flags
that are allowed at the show are flag s of countries that are recognized by the UN. Because of
this, organizers criticized the actions of Mukuchyan. The official representative of the
Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry, Hikmet Hajiyev, called the actions of the Armenian representative

provocative and unacceptabl e, stating that €t he Ar men

steps in order to promote and propagandize the illegal education created in the occupied
Azerbaijani territoriesE [1].

In 2019, when the contest was held in Israel, various orthod ox Jewish groups petitioned
the state not to hold the contest on Saturday Don this day, which is called Shabbat, Jews
refrain from any work. However, these requests were rejected. Additionally, many people had
a negative attitude towards Eurovision because of the lIsraeli policy towards partially
recognized Palestine. Others, on the contrary, stated that no cultural boycott would lead to an
improvement of the situation in the region.

Madonna, who was invited to Eurovision, stood out particularly: at her pe rformance,
dancers with flags of Israel and Palestine on their clothes jointed hands. The most notable,
however, was the case of the Icelandic group Hatari, which raised Palestinian flags during the
voting sequence. For this incident, the Icelandic broadca ster had to pay a fine of 5 thousand
euros.
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Finally, it is worth mentioning the removal of Russia from the competition. In 2022, after
the military actions in Ukraine have started, the EBU decided to exclude Channel One and The
Russian Television and Radio Broadcasting Company (VGTRK) from the union, explaining that
these broadcasters were é€éa mout hpiece of the R

political propagandaE. Initially, Russia was al
of the competition, but on February 25, the EBU announced that Russia was banned from
entering the contest, as it would ébring the cc

As it turned out, the political component of Eurovision has been major since the
foundation of the contest. The political influence on the contest intensified along with the
historical events taking place and was expressed in songs, statements and during the voting
process. With all that in mind, let us proceed to the analysis of the Eurovision Song Co ntest in
2022. Were politics a big part of the event?

In 2022, the contest was under attack due to the deterioration of the political situation
in Europe. The hosts had a task to preserve the neutral nature of Eurovision and reduce the
politicization of th e contest to a minimum. The problems already began in mid -February, when
after the national selection in Ukraine, the winner Alina Pash was suspended from participating
in the competition due to illegal border crossing. At Eurovision, the country was repre sented
by the group Kalush Orchestra, which eventuall
setting a record in the audience vote with 439 points (out of 468 available points). Many
viewers have criticized the final part of the performance, where Oleg Psyuk, one of the
members of the group, asked to ehelp the Ukrair
the Azovstal plant at the time. According to the rules, the group should have been disqualified,
since political remarks are prohibited at the cont est, but the EBU considered this statement
humanitarian rather than political. This caused a wave of negative reaction among viewers who
accused the EBU of being biased. Currently, the YouTube video of this performance sits at
307 thousand dislikes (opposed to 473 thousand likes).

Some countries also resorted to the political coloring of their songs, albeit not so
obvious.

For exampl e, the Molui@Litle dranbsmadedy Adbrhidub & e
Advahov Brothers, is remembered by many for being simple and fun. In the official music
video, the singers travel by train from Chisinau to Bucharest, simultaneously playing folk
instruments and performing folk dances. The hidden idea of the song is the desire of many
Moldovans to join Romania forming a single state. It also traces Moldova's desire to move
away from the old, corruption -soaked and Soviet past of Chisinau and reach a new, free and
European Bucharest. The song was not appreciated by the professional jury, but the viewers
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were delighted giving Moldova 239 points. Thus, the country became the second in terms of
audience voting after Ukraine and the seventh overall.
Many people considered Serbia's performance to be the most unusual performance of
this yeards Eur ovi si on reprdsentatsvd, peagfdinted the avamtegardeo u n't r
song €éln Corpore Sano bthg fisst aompasitiam énahe thistory obtbed y E )
competition that contains Latin lyrics. Many perceived her song as satire, irony or a full -fledged
criticism of the Serbian health care system (translated from Serbian: é Go d, gl ve me [/
because | do not h§beautystandards, And fashiontrenals: Itigindigated
by the opening lines of the song (translated from Serbian):
@éWhat is the seaxrmlkltedd HMeglhtamy Mhair ?
What is the secret?
| think it is all about deep hydration.
They say that our skin and hair sho
Throughout the performance, she was washing her hands and toweling them, showing
people's obsession with physical health due to the COVID-19 pandemic and inattention to
their mental health. This is indicated by the final lines of the song (translated from Latin and
Serbian):
€A sick mind in a healthy body,
A sad soul in a healthy body,
A desperate mind in a healthy body,
A frightened mind in a healthy body D
Now what shall we do?E
In the end, Serbia placed fifth in the overall standings, receiving a mediocre score from
the jury and a high score from the viewers.
Finally, Latvia had an extraordinary performance. The group Citi Z6ni performed the
song éEat Your SaladE encouraging listeners to adopt a more ecological lifestyle: for example,
by giving up cars at the expense of bicycles, using reusable bags or glass | ars for storing food,
etc. The song declares the ésexualityE of the
probably caused its sharp rise in popularity: |
However, this did not help the Latvian performers to advance to final.
The political intensity of Eurovision 2022 was visible not only in the songs. A few days
before the start of the first semi -final, the representative of Northern Macedonia, Andrea, threw
aside the national flag of the country during the opening ceremony in order to take a photo.
The broadcaster of North Macedonia, MRT, considered her actions an outrage against the
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state symbol and even intended to remove her from the contest. The next day, Andrea publicly
apologized for the incident.

After summing up the voting results, broadcasters in some coun tries accused the EBU
of changing the assessments of professional juries. In a statement, the EBU claimed that
évoting irregularitiesE were found in six part
votes of the jury membsincaseoféhddeteationdfithisdiscrepancy, he r u
the EBU has a right not to accept the results of the jury vote and calculate the result
independently based on the voting of other countries with similar results of performances. The
EBU specifically mentioned that this method was recognized by an independent auditor who
oversaw the vote countE [3]. The broadcasters o
came under suspicion, denied their involvement in the incident. The latter even threatened to
leave the contest; however, the EBU later retracted the accusations.

Overall, the hosts of Eurovision 2022 relatively managed to preserve the non-political
integrity of the contest. There were no extremely politically tinged songs, apart from the
Ukrainian artists, and the only serious incidents included a flag mishap and voting irregularities.

Thus, the politicization of Eurovision remains a serious problem both for the European
Broadcasting Union and for the whole of Europe. There are few events that allow the w hole
continent to unite in culture and creativity, so it is extremely necessary to fight against
manifestations of political interference.
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Abstract. One of the primary principlesf agricultural land use is the principle of their rational use. As a single
ecological and economic concept, the rational use of land connects together the achievement of the necessary effect obtaine
from the economic exploitation of the land at miniowsts, while simultaneously preserving and improving the land in the
process of its use.

To quickly track and solve such a problem as not rational use of agricultural land, the best solution is the method of
decrypting space images that cover a lamga, quickly solve the problem and from the point of view of finance this method
is the most profitable.

Remote sensing is a method of obtaining information about distant objects without direct contact with them.
Contactless information transmission isgsle due to naturally existing or artificially generated force fields that propagate
between the radiation receiver (sensitive sensor) and the object (target) being studied.

Keywords: agricultural land, land monitoring, polder lands, remote sensing, decrypting snapshots
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Abstract. This article describes the process of analyzing the state of use of agricultural land in the Kaliningrad
region. Processing and comparison of spaeges of the studied area using software was carried out. The purpose of this
work is to identify unprocessed land areas and determine the reasons for thesends a result, it was concluded that the
causes are versatile and depend on many factersdonomic and political situation in the country, the configuration and
area of land plots, the personal interests of landowners, the natural conditions of the territory, etc.

Keywords: agricultural land, remote sensing technique, monitoring, unused &pd class, GRASS GIS, QGIS,
property right.
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Abstract . The research is devoted to the problem of desertification of the Astrakhan region. To study the process of
desertification, the main methods of remote study okthiédry were used. The sources of satellite data were available satellite
images with a 9ear differencdrom the satellites Lands&t(2013) and Sentine? (2022).

Keywords: desertification, satellite images, anasysatellite monitoring, remotensing of the Earth, GIS.
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Abstract. The study is devoted to the problem of the occurrence of fires in Russia on the example of the Ryazan
region. To study the fires, the main methods of remote study of the territory were used. Satelibedaawere satellite
images from the Landsétsatellite with a difference of 2 months.

Keywords: wildfire, satellite images, GIS, satellite monitoring.
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